COMMUNICATOR

From the Board Chair
The bright and sunny days are clearly telling us that summer, and the end
of the year, is on its way.
I am very pleased to be continuing on in 2018 as the Chair of the Sharing
Places Board, and I welcome our new Board members to the team –
Susan Healy, Pieta Manning and Carl Ng. Sue, Pieta and Carl bring with
them to the Board a wealth of experience in disability support, business
planning and management. I know that that they will all make a valuable
contribution to the organisation.
The past twelve months have been a busy and exciting time for Sharing
Places. With our transition to the full National Disability Insurance Scheme
now complete, the Board will begin to turn our attention to the
implementation of our 2017-19 Strategic Plan.
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From the Executive Director
It’s been a big year for the Sharing Places community, as you will see from the photos that were
captured throughout the year and presented in this newsletter.
As mentioned in Shelby’s report, Sharing Places held its Annual General Meeting on 30 October at which
the Sharing Places Board for 2017-2018 was elected.
Congratulations to:
Shelby Schofield – Chair

Kevin McDonald – Member

Billy Kang – Vice Chair

Georg Breu - Member

Susan Healy – A/Secretary

Carl Ng - Member

Tony Curtis – Treasurer

Pieta Manning – Member

Kellin Kristofferson - Member
A big thank you to Shelby and all ongoing Board members for their continued support and hard work,
and congratulations to the new Board members on their appointments. I look forward to working with
the Board over the next 12 months. I also extend my sincere thanks to the outgoing Board members –
Ken McCasland, Theo Hooy and Ron Clapham. Their contribution and wisdom has been very much
appreciated.
During the year, it has been wonderful to see participants achieving goals and challenging themselves
with new experiences and learning new skills, and we have welcomed new participants who continue to
settle into their post school life. On a sad note, the year has also seen the passing of a much loved
participant, Sean Henderson. Sean passed at the age of 30, and will be missed for his gentle nature and
kind heart. Our thoughts are with Sean’s family.
During 2018, Sharing Places will be introducing two staff training days; one on 19 March and one on
17 September. Please note that Sharing Places will be closed to participants on those two days. Please
refer to the Important Dates for 2018 elsewhere in the newsletter for other important dates during
2018.
In May 2018, we will be holding an Autumn Fair fundraiser and community event; with market stalls,
food, and entertainment. If you would like to be involved, please contact us, and keep an eye out for a
fundraising communicator that we will be emailing out to the Sharing Places community to keep you all
informed of the progress of the Fair. Please let us know if you would like to be involved by emailing
Rachel at rachel@sharingplaces.com.au.
On behalf of the staff, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and a Happy New Year.
Kylie Stokes

Volume 27, Issue 4

Page 3

John James Foundation
Sharing Places was successful in an application to the John James
Foundation for $20k to purchase specialised equipment. This
hoist was recently purchased via those funds, and was
desperately needed for the Blundell support team who were
previously soldiering on with a broken hoist.
A very big thank you to the John James Foundation for their
support.

New Treadmill for the Exercise Room
We have recently purchased a treadmill which is a great addition to our exercise room at Pearce.
Exercising on a treadmill helps to strengthen the heart and improve the range of movement in the
joints. This form of exercise can benefit so many of our participants. We foresee it getting quite a
bit of use in the future.
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A few teams from Sharing Places participated in the Colourathon at the end of November. This event
was hosted by young women from Project O which seeks to unite the community and raise awareness
and funds for family violence prevention. Recognised illustrators and artists created the colouring templates, and the aim was to have people colouring in from 9am to 9pm. Sharing Places participants did
their bit by giving a good couple of hours of their best colouring! The day was also accompanied by live
music, weaving, and mural-making.
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FACEBOOK POSTS
If you don’t follow us on Facebook, you may
have missed some of the happenings at
Sharing Places this year. Below are a few of
the Facebook posts from the last few
months.
You don’t need to be a member of Facebook
to look at our articles, you can go to
www.facebook.com/SharingPlacesInc and
have a look any time.

Some of the Namadgi and Corin teams had fun
meeting Jimmy Barnes at Belconnen Mall last
week.
James and Dave got busy today
putting together a new desk for
the office. Dave made a great
foreman making sure James did
a thorough job!

It took Jaimie, with a
little help from Judy, a
year to make this blanket
on the cool knitting
machine that Sharing
Places has. Great job
Jamie! It looks great!

Brindabella Team have
been working on
communication charts for
shopping and chore
charts. Both have been
working really well.
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Important Dates 2018
January

8

SPI Reopens

26

Australia Day Holiday

12

Canberra Day Holiday

19

SPI Training Day

30

Good Friday

31

Easter Saturday

1

Easter Sunday

2

Easter Monday

25

ANZAC Day Holiday

5

Autumn Fair

21

General Meeting

28

Reconciliation Day

June

11

Queen’s Birthday Holiday

September

17

SPI Training Day

October

1

Labour Day Holiday

29

Annual General Meeting

21
(Fri)

Last Day for clients – SPI Closure for Christmas &
New Year

March

April

May

December

January 2019

7
(Mon)

Please be aware of the days marked in
purple as on these days Sharing Places will
be closed and will not be open to
participants.

SPI Reopens

Friday 22 December is the last day of
operation for Sharing Places for 2017.
We look forward to seeing you in the
new year!
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PEARCE ACT 2607
PO BOX 704
MAWSON ACT 2607

Sharing Places Inc
Membership 2017-2018

First Name …………………… Family Name …………………………………or
Business Name …………………………………………………………………...…
Address ……………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………….
Individual Membership

 $11
(incl GST)

Receipt Required: Yes/No

Association Membership

 $22
(incl GST)

Signed ……………………………………..

